INVITATIONS 


To the Reverend 


Mr. Whitefield, 


From the Eaſtern Conſcociation of the 
County of Fairfield. © 


2 * 


W E H 
A L E T T ER from the Reverend 


Mr. Samuel Cooke of Stratfield 


in connecticut, 


10 a Miniſter in Boſton, 


Conn the former Succeſs of Mr. Whinfelt's 1 
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Fan and Sold by KNEZELAND and GREEN in Queenſtreet. 
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Ar A Aber wah — Ms. Eaſtern 
Conſociation of Sos County of 
Fairfield at Sratfield,onTuelday Db 
Ith of Odober 1740. 


Nr. Coors choſen Moderator, and Mr. Musen choſen Selbe 


* 


if; 


07 ED, That, conſidering the” eneth Sticcels" ther wk 
attended the Rev. Mr. IWhitefield's Miniſtry in the Places where 
he hath preached, in awakening ſecure Sinners and the Promo- 
tion of Piety ; the Moderator and Scribe do, in the Name of this 
Conſociation, prepare a Letter and ſend it to the aboveſaid Rev. 
Gentleman with all convenient Speed, intreating that he would make 
a Viſit to the ſeveral Towns within our Diſtrict, that if it may be the 
Will of Gop, he may be an Inſtrument of 0 decayed N 


in our Churches alſo. 


A true Copy of Record, RT ; 
'17Eeft-: Samuel Croke, Regiſter 

: ; : [09 ] 400: 0 *11 10 E TELLS q 3 | 

25 ihe Revirend Mr. Warrerieus. one 25 f 
Reverend ai dearly beloved Brother,” Ny 51142180 ENT. 
3 JIIONH 2 LOW ca Hale en 22 s {op 


ſent every Paſtor in our Circuit, and à Meſſenger fram every 

Church, ſave one; an atteſted Copy of which Vote w have ſent 

you ſubjoined : We do (as well in the king of ſaid Conſociation 
as in our ownNames) earneſtly intreat you to make a miniſterialViſit 


to us and our en in our ſeveral religious Sorionenc! Wedanthefe 
A 7 F Parts 


I” putſuante of the vote of our Conſoviation; in . pre- 
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he Cf F Able to tlie e een gene) 
* erg, Clarif, 7 a IA ople 1 in Wordls aſſent, 
and Which our Children drink in, as it were:with\cheir Mother: Milk, 
c. But alas for us! it is too notorious to be denieq; or palliated, 
* that the Life and Power of Godlineſs in our Parts is Serferally funk 
to a Degree very Jamentable. As far as we, know Gur ſelves, we 
4 ben 0 that! ee Saal arid mourn over dyipg Religion, 
"6 An o he WI ray, for, 150. williosglhße deavour. its Revival 
20 n ads a j Ape: our fees 0 ct . ple, not wit „ut ſome 
Kit nie off0 h Ver im | Indoledc e in Times paſt. 
e in 5 ercy folgte ws, e e 209 50 our Brethren Ne the 
* Miniſtry with a renewed and warmer Zealand mote/aſſiquous Acti- 


* © vity in pleading the Cauſe of languiſhing Piety, and erecting and 


< building up the ſpiritual Kingdom of Chriſt: in the Hearts and 


Lives of Profeſſors! The good Lord cure us of our r LaodiceanLuke- | 


s 3 that he ſpue us, not out of his Mouth! Oh that we were 
0 more generally acquainted with the Neceſſity, Nature, Symptoms, 
and Effects of a divine, ſpiritual Regeneration, and more earneſtly 
| £ < engaged, i in the Purſuit of it; without which, all Externals in Reli- 
gion and Morality will. leave zus ſhort of the heavenly Kingdom: 
And that there were neither Maſters nor, Diſciples in our 1/rael that 
ſhould ignorantly deride and ridicule ſuch, Doctrines! Our Eyes 
n and. our Hearts are lift up unto God in the Heavens, and our De- 
« pendance i is wholly upon him as the Efficient, who hath theHearts 
of all in his Hands, and turns them as the Rivers of Water, with 
* whom. is the Reſidue of the Spirit, that he would more plentifully | 
pour out his Spirit upon us and our People of the riſen and riſing 
Generation, even a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, a Spirit of Con- 
viction and Awakening, a Spirit of Converſion and „ ee 
* a Spirit of progreſſive Sanctification and Conſolation. 
But for as much as God is wont to raiſe up, ſpirit, and i improve 
ſome ſpecĩal Inſtruments for theſe great and good Deſigns towards 
a People for whom he hath Deſigus of ſignal Grace and Favour, 


and hath diſtinguiſhingly animated and ſucceeded you, as an happy 


© Inſtrument of the Spirit for theſe Purpoſes; ; wecan't but moſt affec- 
< | cionately-.wiſh that we may ſhare in your perſonal Miniſtrations 4 


« and dun ail Prayer is, that ag may come to us in the Fulneſs 2 
A the 
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3 among us who are ready to periſh may come upon you; and like- 
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CFP 
the Bleſfing'&f the Goſpel of Chriſt, and'that'the Bleſſing of miny 


wiſe for you, that you may glorify God in the moſt becoming in- 
ward' Frames and outward Conduct, under all the good and evil 
Report occurring, and not be on the one Hand exalted above Mea- 
ſure, nor on the other impatiently ſuccumb under Diſcouragements 


; ariſing; from Male- treatment. 


* Sir, There are two Things more which we heartily wiſh, and 


9 take Leave to mention as Prudentials, viz. 


. That while you are zealouſly' pleading what we, as well as 


e look upon as tlie Cauſe of Chriſt and his Religion, you will 


not be free in perſonal Reflections to wound the Characters of others 
who have been generally well accepted among Chriſtians for Piety; 
leſt ſome be hereby occaſionally ſo prejudiced as not to receive the 
Love of the Truth that they might be ſaved: We can't but think 


that Unſoundneſs in Principles, and Hypocriſy in Profeſſion, may 
be far more advantageouſly impleaded, and the contrary Truths 
imprinted, without fixing perſonal Brands, tho* they were (abſolutely 
conſidered) ever ſo juſt, How it is elſewhere we do not pretend to 
know, but are mofally aſſured that ſuch a Caution is neceſſary to be 


obſerved here in order to the more general Succeſs of the Grolpeh 


Miniſtry either ſtated or occaſional. 


© 2. That you expect not among us Collections fon your Orphan- 
Houſe i in Georgia: For tho' we were our ſelves ever ſo far from en- 


tertaining a Thought ſo injurious to your Character, as to ſuſpect 


that under that Name, you were purſuing a private, worldly Intereſt 
of your own; yet it will be exceeding hard, if not impoſſible for 
us, who are very little acquainted with that Affair, to diſpoſſeſs 


others of hurtful Prejudices on that Score. And we ſincerely be- 
lieve that the glorious Deſign of reviving Religion among us by 


our occaſional Miniſtry, will have probably a much better and 
more extenſive Effect without en a Collection. b hes Deus S Dies 


docebunt. 


To what has been offered; we ſhall ** 58 850 our Requeſt that 


you would write: us by the firſt Opportunity, and let us know when 


ve may expect you in our Diſtrict, that we may notify our n 


Brethren in the Miniſtry as well as others. 
Thus, with our hearty Thankſgivings to God for the — dee; 


nl which bath hitherto attended your painful Labours,and praying 


that 


- 
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that God would yet abundantly add qhereunto, and our Deſires of a 
« ſpecial Intereſt i in your Prayers, for us, our Fahner and ee, 
6 We ſubſcribe, Sir, 


Tour Brethren and F ink in the Goſpel, 


Samuel Cooke, 
| . ichardſon Miner. 
_ Conneficut, fl. 


Stratfield, Ofob. 14. 1740. A true Copy of a Letter ſent to 


the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield e. 
| Teſt. S. Nuns; Regiſter of the Conſociation. 


Mr. Cole! 8 Letter is as follows, vix. 


„ Reverend and dear Brother, 3 1 8 | 
HAT affects me (I think) with the moſt "king Sorrow, 

“ jg the awful Declenſion of Religion among us. I have 

« no ſufficient Grounds to think there has been more than one In- 
&* ſtance of ſaving Converſion in my Congregation within the Space 
“of a Year laſt paſt ; and I know of none lately brought under deep 
«Conviction, As for thoſe hopefully convertedſin the late BLESSED 
«© Day never to be forgotten, the greater Part by far do appear to this 
Day to be, what I hoped they were, 7/7aelites indeed: 1 have not yet 
found Reaſon to ſuſpe& my ſelf miſtaken in any one of them, of 
e whom I had, in the Time of it, the cleareſt Satisfaction attainable 
« in the Caſe of another.--- I have not Expectation, and I think no 
« Deſire of a longer Stay here in this Wilderneſs ; but earneſtly de- 
« fire; if it were the Will of God, that before my Departure, I might 
<« afreſh ſee the Salvation of God, in the reviving and flouriſhing'of 
t pure and undefiled Religion. You will pleaſe to give my Service 
„ to my dear Brethren of the Miniſtry in Boſton, eſpecially thoſe with. 


hom I was favoured with ſpecial Acquaintance, when there. And 


5 may I have an Intereſt in your Prayers and theirs. 

I am heartily glad to hear from Time to Time the Etlcvurnge 
te ment you give to the Labours of that eminent Man of God, the 
« dear Mr. Mhileſteld; notwithſtanding the united Attempts of Mul. 
„ titudes in the Country to ſtop his Mouth. His Motion before, 


e when he reached this weſtern County of Mero-England, was ſo 
+4 ant that T had no Oppertunity of hearing him more than twice. 
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God was pleaſed to honour him as an Inſtrument of firſt rowling- a 
many out of that profoundStupidity and wretchedRegardleſneſs of _ 
their precious Souls, which deeply ſeized them, of putting the 
firſt general Stop to that dreadful carnal. Jollity and Meriment aw- 
fully abounding among our young People of both Sexes, of con- 
vincing many of their ſinful and miſerable Condition, of happily 
diſ-reſting others who had walked along eaſily in theLight of their 


.own Fire, and the Sparks they had kindled ; and of exciting many 


to that ſerious Inquiry; phat ſhall we do to be ſaved? The far- 
ther Conſequences of his itinerant Preaching here were ſuch as gave 


me and others in the Miniſtry among us, occaſion of r:joycing in 


the Goodneſs of God to us and our People; for that we of the 
Miniſtry were hereby ſtirred up, I hope, to greater Engagedneſs to 


preach the Word in Seaſon and out of Seaſon &c. and our Frople 

more numerous, attentive, and ſolemn in their Attendance; not only 
on the Lord's Days, but at other Times, not the leis but the more 
for the frequency of Lectures. Our own Miniſtrations as Well as 


the occaſional Labours of others appeared to make greater and - 


more hopeful Impreſſions on the Souls of our People from that 


Period than before: Convictions then beginning were cultivated, 


and I doubt not to ſay, that in many Inſtances they iſſued in a 


F LEY 9 4 - i : 
ſound Converſion.--- His coming among us at that Time was a- 


greable to the united Deſires of the Body of the Churches and Mi- 


niſters of the Eaſtern Diſtrict in Fairfield County, conſociafionally 
convened. a little before his Arrival hither ; as you may ſee by the 


encloſed Copy of a Letter ſent him, which 1 ſuppoſe never reached 
him: notwithſtanding all the Pains that have been more lately ta- 


ken by great Numbers in the Land, to hinder if poſſible, his Re- 


ception and Ufefulneſs ; the moſt material of which I believe I have- 


peruſed, as publiſhed in particular Pamphlets and Weekly News-- 
Papers; I am ſtill as deſirous as ever, that he would make us aViſit 
again in this County, and take Time to preach in all our Pulpits. 
There are in the County twenty five Congregations (beſides Epiſ- 


copalian) divided into two eccleſiaſtical Claſſes ; and I haveReaſon 


to think there are few or none of their Pulpits, but will be gladly 


opened to the Reverend Mr.}/h:itefeld. As for thoſe of theEaftern 
* Claſſis in the County, I can be more peremptory, becaule at a late 
Meeting of that Aſſociation, I was expreſiy deſired earneſtiy to in- 


vite 


cc 
„ 


* N 
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vite Mr. Whitefield to make us a Viſit, and preach in >the Places of 
our N Charges, in the Name and on Behalf of 


Samuel! Cooke of the Church in Stratfeld. 


1 — 1 tor titotiet ' Southbury. 
SOT 1 Jedidiab Mills - - - - - - - - Ripton, © van 4 
Eliſha Rent ORs „„ 
Ebenezer White - - - - - Danbury. 
Benajab Cafe = e 7 New Fairfield Sith, 
Joſepb Bellamy - - - - — Bethlehem. & 
'' Reuben Fudd - = - - 4 - - | Judea. . how” = 
Thomas Canfield - - - - - = | Roxbtiry, 
Thomas Lewis == === * NewPairfieldNotth, 


e will be ee ce acjuaint” ME. ll} with the 


#% 


Encouragement he gave me the laſt Minute that 


Premiſſes as ſoon as you have Opportunity, and {EE of the, 
Ta im, When 


he was here before; on which not only my own Expectations, but 


of many others, to whom I communicated it, have been — 


[ am free, you ſhould make what Improvement may b&rho'r 
per of all the Premiſſes relating to Mr. Whitefield”, "horhing, dr 8 
ing any Reſentments againſt me; and entercainirf A Prevalling. 


Hope, that God will bleſs his Labours among us to the favingGood, 


of many periſhingSouls, the quickning his own dear Children, and, 
the freſh inlivening his faithful Minifters. This with, my hearty, 
Prayers for you, and all my dear Brethren in the Miniſtry,” who in, 


the midſt of all Dificulties, date to-appear opeply 1 in Deferice of the, 


old Goſpel Way of Salvation, and the ſpecial” Maniftftatior, of 


vine Power and Goodies in the late Day of great Grace; ane 


Defire of an 42 et in your Prayers, is all the needful at priſe 
—_ > / gg dear Brother, 105 ys ene, 
e von Brother ind Companion wo Tülbühgen, 
Fabbi50)| and in the Kingdom ahd'Patichee of ro 

CHRIST, to whom be Slory for ever. Amen. 


$2 æ1bl 


31 D585 Samuel Croke, 
Srratfeld, May 1 9. 1 1743. 


